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77\ Teens Look at Local Issues
\ / Recycling and Landfill Issues
By: Ciara Dauphinais

Keeping Brevard County clean, and the rest of America for that matter, is

extremely important because if we don't take notice and action soon, we will be

Inside this issue: up to our elbows in our own trash. Our local landfill, or Central Disposal Facility
(CDF), which is located in Cocoa has already taken some steps to reduce the
amount of actual waste that is put into our landfills. They have implemented
2%s techniques such as "mulching” land waste, which is later converted to Green
Energy. They also built a new facility that converts the methane gas landfills make

Growth and Infrastructure 8100  into Green Energy that is connected to a power grids that can power up to 9,000
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Economic issues 1013 homes. These Landfill Gas Conversion facilities replaced the flare stations that
were merely burning off the methane gas, which was destroying our ozone layer.
Teen Issues 14-17  Another facility is a place they call “the wall” where people can dispose of their

unwanted trash that they don't want outside of their homes. At “the wall” disposers
are asked to separate their waste so that some of it can be recycled and/or traded
for money that goes to helping support the landfill. Even though these steps have
reduce some waste levels, more needs to be done. Our landfill will be filled by the
year 2014, and then we will have to move to the next site, which is right next to
our current landfill, that will last us until 2036. As a statistic, we as Americans in
Brevard County, throw away on average 10 pounds of garbage a day. A
percentage of that garbage is recyclable, and we fail to realize this at times. This
is a huge issue that affects the world at a global level because it is a problem that
has to be tackled by everyone of us. By being aware of the fact that we can
recycle paper, cardboard, aluminum, glass, plastic, printer cartridges, fluorescent
light bulbs, fluorescent tube, electronics, and even hazardous waste can reduce
our waste by a significant amount. As a nation we need to pay attention to the
items we throw away, in order to save our planet.

Water Reclamation

By: Anna Landin Water is limited on earth, especially clean and potable water. It is necessary for all

life. While the amount of water is not dwindling, the amount that is pure is
dwindling. However, Florida, specifically Brevard County, is working towards conserving this precious
resource. Providing a pure and clean water source for the growing population has been a challenge. A
popular solution is reclaiming water, a process by which wastewater from homes and businesses is cleaned
using biological and chemical treatment so that the water can be returned to the environment safely to
augment the natural systems from which it came. The St. Johns River Management District is working on
their water reclamation process. According to them an estimated forty percent of the reclaimed water is
reused for beneficial purposes such as replacing the use of traditional freshwater supplies in landscape
irrigation for golf courses, parks, highway medians, playgrounds and residential properties. Reclaimed water
also is used for agricultural irrigation, decorative ponds and fountains, groundwater recharge, industrial uses
such as cooling, fire protection, and wetland creation, restoration and enhancement. This system of reusing
water is an environmentally responsible alternative to the disposal of wastewater and source of potable
water. The conservation of water could only be improved if there was more water storage capacity and
further utilization of this reused water.
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Combating Wildlife Fatalities on Florida Highways
By: Dolan Bortner

As drivers, it is all too common to see a recently dead opossum or raccoon on
the side of the road. In fact, most of us do not go more than a day without seeing
some sort of “road kill.” These unsuspecting animals are usually killed be vehicles
upon attempting to cross the road. Some may not find this to be a bothersome fact;
however, it is unsightly from the vantage points of many, whether they be
environmentalist groups, those managing city beautification, or drivers.

Certainly the presence of dead animals on the roadway is an unpleasant
sight. Not only is it a grotesque apparition, it can also prove to be dangerous or
possibly fatal to automobile drivers. An animal that is killed on the side of the road
does not simply lie there and decompose. Scavengers, mainly our native black and
turkey vultures as well as some nocturnal mammals, are tempted to eat the
deceased animals. As a result, they too venture out onto the road to feed. This forms
a sort of natural obstruction that could cause a vehicle to swerve in an attempt to avoid the creatures.
Accidents and driver fatalities could occur.

Though often overlooked, this issue of wildlife fatality on local roads and highways is a very present
issue; however, it is also an easily resolved one. One of the most feasible options would be a sort of
underpass system. Low-lying barrier fences would be placed along the roadsides of busy highways in
order to deter animals from crossing over the roadway. Two to three foot deep, concrete lined structures
would then be placed beneath roads in succession. As Florida does not naturally have many large species
of terrestrial animals, an underpass of such a depth as this would likely prove to be feasible. This structure
would allow them to pass under the roads in order to reach their desired destination without being struck
by vehicles. Animals would then be easily able to cross from one side of the road to the other without being
killed by passing traffic.

The Affects of Run-Off on the Indian River Lagoon
By: Keaton Senti

As a Floridian and avid fisherman, | believe if the public was informed of our environmental
problems in one of the world’s most diverse estuaries, they can do their part to help the efforts. Over the
most recent years of urbanization expansion, the Indian River Lagoon has been drastically affected. As the
population grows rapidly in Brevard County, urban development must expand to in order to create more
homes and shopping centers for these people. These urban developments provide a large amount of run-
off, as well as agricultural run-off. This run-off goes into canals and drainage systems which pour into the
fresh water canals which then run into the Indian River Lagoon itself. Even though fresh water is vital for
the ecosystems that provide safe havens for fish and other sea creatures to feed and grow, it also is a
transportation system for pesticides, pollutant oils and unsanitary garbage that taints this diverse estuary.
Even products like fertilizers, soaps from washing your car can affect the water quality, which then affects
the sea life that lives in these waters.

On the other hand, Brevard County officials have pushed to stop these run-off problems and have
created many programs for each city of Brevard to help put an end to this. For instance, in Cocoa Beach
has created a Storm Water Department which they improve and maintain water quality through effective
storm water management strategies, maintain a high level of flood protection through sound planning and
service and provide a high level of customer service and communication to the public and private sectors.
Even the smallest deed can create a large impact on the life of the Indian River Lagoon.
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Alien Invasion
By Gabrielle Rowland

Florida is being invaded and changed by non-native species of plants and animals. Florida’s climate
and numerous ports of entry exacerbate the problem. Brevard County is no exception. The resulting
deterioration of Florida’s ecosystem is only exceeded in the U.S. by that of Hawaii. Not all non-native species
are considered invasive. An invasive species is an alien species whose introduction does or is likely to cause
economic or environmental harm to human health. Invasive species can be plants, animals, or other
organisms (such as microbes). They are one of the largest threats to our terrestrial, coastal, and freshwater
ecosystems, as well as a major world-wide concern.

Invasive plants may have noxious qualities including adverse effects on people’s health, hazards to
public safety, and negatively affecting an area’s aesthetics. Some affect the health and safety of livestock. On
agricultural lands, they frequently out-compete crops for resources. Invasive plant species may also hybridize
with native species, permanently altering them. Invasive plants destroy more habitats for native and
endangered species than any other single factor besides development. They result in considerable economic
impact through direct economic losses and management/control costs, while dramatically altering ecosystems
supporting commercial and recreational activities. Brevard County government recognizes this problem.

In addition to enforcing federal and state laws and guidelines, Brevard County has a program for exotic
removal on public lands, and provides for education of private property owners, stressing replacement with
native species. The Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council (FLEPPC) produces a list of invasive plant species listed
as either Category | or Category Il. Category | plants are known to have caused ecological damage. The three
most ecologically damaging invasive plants are the Brazilian Pepper, Melaleuca, and Australian Pine, whose
needles release a chemical into the soil which inhibits the growth of native plants. Brevard County hosts all
three species. Air potatoes now inundate the state as well. According to Mr.Wes Lovelace, Florida Master
Naturalist, and Field Biology/Ecology Honors Instructor at Holy Trinity Episcopal Academy in Melbourne, air
potatoes are even able to destroy concrete and pavement. Mr. Lovelace also stated that the Cottonwood,
World Climbing Fern, Chinese Tallow, and Cogon Grass are found in Brevard County and pose serious
problems to its ecology as well.

Control of invasive animals is not as defined, with the responsibility falling to the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Commission. Species such as the Burmese Python and Lionfish are of extreme concern to biologists.
Many species were introduced by the pet trade. Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission currently tracks 334
species of mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, and fish identified as invasive including Cuban Tree Frogs,
Island Apple Snails, Armoured Catfish, Eurasian Collared Doves, Nine-banded Armadillos, and wild hogs that
are all resident in Brevard County. All destroy native ecosystems. Feral cats, treated differently due to
domestic origins and public sentiment, are a substantial problem in terms of predation of native, even
endangered animal species, and human and animal health concerns. TNR (trap-neuter-release), the most
popular way of dealing with feral cat colonies, is ineffective in terms of preserving and protecting native species
from predation, since domestic cats hunt and kill instinctively, without the motivation of hunger. Non-native
species typically do not have predators in Florida. This lack of predation causes biologists to spend many
resources and dollars studying “biological controls” (usually insects) to find one that will only affect the invasive
species. Control is much more costly than prevention. Biological controls are currently used to control water
hyacinth, melaleuca trees and tropical soda apple. They are being studied for use on the air potato and
Brazilian pepper tree. Non-native plants have been introduced as landscape plants, aquarium plants,
agricultural crops, and by accident. Seeds and spores can be spread by birds, animals, wind, and yard
trimmings. In Brevard, the County Commission promotes the education of residents, who need to learn to
recognize invasive species, not include these plants in their landscaping, and remove them from their private
property to eliminate propagation and spreading.
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Growth Puts Pressure On Native species
By: Zack Girard

Over the years Brevard County has been steadily growing and expanding. While this growth is great for
the local businesses it puts pressure on some of the county’s native species. The construction of new roads,
shopping plazas and super centers causes there to be less land for these plants and animals to thrive in.

For example, the Florida Scrub Jay is a unique species of bird that is only found in the state of Florida.
One mating pair of these birds require around 22 acres of scrub land to be able to thrive and reproduce. The
increased growth of Brevard County has put a large amount of pressure on this species because of a decrease in
the amount of habitat available to these birds. This forcing them to live in smaller more stressful territories that are
often scarce on food sources. The male Scrub Jays are also territorial when other male Scrub Jays enter their
territory and will fight when there is not enough land for the two birds.

The Florida Scrub Jay is just one example of a native and unique Florida species that is being pressured
by a growing Brevard County. A few organizations such as the Brevard Zoo have programs in place to help some
of these struggling species. Just this past year the Brevard Zoo worked with Holy Trinity Episcopal Academy to
relocate a family of Scrub Jays as preparations were made for a new road to be built near the Holy Trinity upper
campus. This would decrease the amount of acreage that the two already struggling families of Scrub Jays would
have had to live in. The relocation was successful. More programs like this one is what the county needs to help
its native species survive and thrive right here in Brevard County.

Cuts in Transportation
by Marlo Dickens

School districts across the state of Florida have been forced to find creative ways to meet their budgets,
while maintaining what some consider “extras” in education. Some references have been made to school bus
transportation as an extra for students. We have all heard our grandparents say; “l had to walk 20 miles to school
in the freezing cold, barefoot and up hill both ways”.

Most people understand that budget cuts have to be made across the board; however, when cuts are made in
school transportation systems it affects many areas. For example, some field trips are no longer feasible, new
school zone boundaries are formed, which may create safety issues. Additionally, athletic programs come under
scrutiny, minimum mileage for bus transportation is increased, and even federal funding is jeopardized. Rezoning
has interfered with government funding; particularly, the Title | Program. For a school to be qualified for Title |
funding, at least 40% of students have to qualify for free or reduced price meals. The changes in boundary lines
have placed more low-income families at one school; therefore, placing other schools in jeopardy of losing the
funding. The funds are utilized at the schools discretion, often to enrich the target students.

Discussions, at the County level, have taken place to increase the bus pick-up mileage to two (2) miles, which
many Florida counties have already adopted. According to Florida Statute, school boards are to provide
transportation for students whose homes are more than a “reasonable walking distance” from the student’s
assigned school. Chapter 6A-3.001 of the Florida Administrative Code defines a reasonable walking distance as
“any distance not more than two (2) miles between the home and school or one and one-half (1 1/2) miles
between the home and the assigned bus stop.” Increasing the distance may put children at risk for non-pedestrian
friendly roadways.

Several schools have had to change and/or cancel their athletic schedules due to funding decreases in
transportation. Some schools have even changed their district classification to reduce their travel expenditures.
School field trips to the Enchanted Forest have been threatened, and if those assets are lost, it will be a great blow
to ecotourism, which is becoming an important means of revenue for Brevard County. Bus transportation cuts
may produce a domino effect creating another generation of 20-mile walker’'s bare-foot and up hill both ways.
There is no freezing snow in this version; after all we do live in Florida.
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The Effects of Budget Cuts on Teachers Teachers Hit Hard by Budget Cuts

By: Anna Quincy

Due to the recession, budget cuts
have been widespread throughout the
Brevard school system and these have
had a profound effect on teachers.

Teachers are the foundation of the
future. It is their job to inspire, lead, and
teach the minds of the tomorrow.
Unfortunately, they presently face many
issues. Some have been relocated, some
have lost benefits, and none have
received a step increase in three or four
years. It has gotten to the point that some
teachers are forced to work two jobs in
order to make enough money to maintain
their personal standards of living.

The consequences of these
financial issues go beyond the present.
Many college students are no longer
going into education and many very good
teachers are seeking employment in a
different field. This could eventually lead
to a shortage of teachers. Additionally,
these financial strains are making the
teaching profession a lower status job,
despite its importance.

The youth of this country will have
many problems to solve when they enter
the adult world and it is imperative that
they receive a good education. As
Edgewood teacher Myriam Louzao says,
“It is my belief that education is the
backbone of this country. We are just
trying give our students the necessary
tools for the future.” And they should be
given the funds and benefits to do so.

By: Amanda Farthing

The economic downturn these past few years
has left the Brevard county school board searching
frantically to decide where to pull money from, and more
often than not teachers have been the victims of these
tough decisions. Cuts to teachers’ salaries and benefits
have started to take their toll on Brevard County
educators. As prices are generally rising with inflation,
especially for gas, and no solid prospect of an increase
in pay is visible, the situation is looking grim. Teachers
are in general agreeance that a cost of living increase is
much needed. Simple things such as commuting to work
and grocery shopping are starting to consume a larger
chunk of teachers’ salaries, forcing them to conserve
more than ever.

To compensate for the budget cuts a West Shore
teacher stated, “I’'m eating more generic brand foods”.

In addition, as Health Insurance Premiums are
rising, health insurance benefits have dropped.

Students have also inadvertently been affected
by teacher salary cuts. Supplies that teachers might
usually buy for their students can no longer be afforded.
Teachers must now apply for grants, a lengthy and
uncertain process, in order to get enough money for the
needed classroom supplies and materials. Though the
last thing school board members want to do is negatively
affect students’ learning environment, with the teacher
salary cuts they have done just that.

The future does not look much brighter for Florida
teachers. House Speaker Dean Cannon stated this
March, 2011 that they are considering requiring teachers
to contribute 5 percent of their pay to their retirement
funds to offset classroom cuts. Additionally, a bill cleared
the Senate this March that ends tenure for new teachers,
sets guidelines for how performance-linked pay would
work if the government had the money to implement it,
and puts teachers on annual contracts.

Until the economy takes a turn for the better, it
seems that teachers will have to continue to find ways to
save, in the classroom and at home.

Wb“g\vw\_d\"- el Comw\m{rﬁ
o divide - '

g i 1o
A Chimmgman Ui gl 1o
HW 7 ‘

WA

g “an




T N K AT A I
PAGE 6 EENS Loo LocAL SSUES

Fine Arts Budget Cuts
By: Christie Fleeman £ gt pee

Members of Brevard County have become vary familiar with the o ;;3 . :
budget cuts occurring across the county, specifically within the school == :
systems. According to Brevard County Schools, about $445, per student,
have been cut over the past two years. Extra copies and sports teams ‘ S -
are not the only ones suffering from the budget, fine arts programs are
also being hit with the money restrictions that have been increasingly more severe every year.

Fine Arts programs include elective courses with subjects of art, drama, and music. These
programs do require some funding such as paying for qualified teachers and appropriate supplies, but
much of the money required is fund-raised. Students and the programs’ fundraising efforts pay for buses
to events, entry fees, and some supplies costs. At Eau Gallie High School, where the fine arts programs
thrive, fundraising plays a major role in keeping its programs alive and successful. The band program is
one of the best in the county, and arguably in the state of Florida. However, talent doesn’t always pay the
bills. The band is required to look for other sources of money, and have found it in fundraising. Students
participate in not only fundraisers for the band program as a whole, but for their own personal fees that
are owed for T-shirts, trips, and instrument rentals. Director Thomas Singletary and his students are
forced to get creative with their fundraisers so that they can not only earn money, but save it as well. The
fees to be in art classes have increased too, and students now pay for a majority of their supplies that
were once provided for them. The once enjoyable and relaxing fine arts classes have now turned into
courses of financial crisis.

Students need fine arts programs. They allow for not only creative expression, but also a way to
view alternative career opportunities. Some students excel academically and are rewarded with available
honors courses and accelerated programs. Those who are more suited to the arts should not be punished
with the reduction of their programs.

Funding Athletics
By: Julian Poltun

Due to recent budget cuts, schools have been struggling to fund many programs. Over the past
few years a number of programs have been on the chopping block or have been cut off completely.
This list includes Driver's Education and several physical education classes. In the past year at
Melbourne High School, the number of gym teachers was cut from eight to three. The remaining
coaches were the football and baseball coach and a single female coach. Last year there was a plan to
cut all Junior Varsity sports, which was heavily protested. Due to the protest and a significant fundraising
effort in support of Junior Varsity sports, the county did not eliminate them. However, this raises the
question, “Aren’t sports supposed to help raise money to fund schools?” The answer is that the revenue
generated by athletic events is sent to the county, not to the school. What is
done with the money is relatively unknown. Junior Varsity sports may have
escaped this scare, but the economy remains in a depressed state, and
according to a 2008 report, Florida ranks 50" in educational funding. This
situation causes further anxiety for the coaches and young students wishing to
A play sports. When interviewing Jason Schack, the Junior Varsity baseball
coach for Melbourne High School, he responded by saying, “ We owe it to these
kids to have JV sports. If JV sports are cut from the budget, then there will be a
W  massive effort to raise money for the season, even if this means having to pay
; to play. The lack of a JV program would only hurt our varsity teams.”
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Educational Budget Cuts- Who is Really Affected and Who is Really to Blame?
By: Christina Morelli

“Before you criticize someone, you should walk 4 m
them, you are a mile away from them and Jyol

“If you can't convince them, confuse them.”

With the greatest of all intentions, the adults that direct our education try their best to make it
feasible for Florida students to be competitive in the college arena. Does it work? Do those in charge really
have the students’ best interest in mind? Brevard County’s educational funding has been slashed/cut/
reduced. The “No Child Left Behind” legislation has created an idealistic goal that leaves students
wondering what went wrong. Our Educational System will never be perfect. Nothing is perfect. However, to
continue to believe “top-down control” will affect our students’ development is a fantasy the legislation
needs to understand. Funds for our education have been filtered through businesses providing equipment.
By the time money is dispensed, the teachers in the classrooms are left with no funds for copies.

Brevard County School Board Funding has been reduced. We got it. We heard it. We live it. Parents
argue, the political figures defend, the teachers vent, and we all wonder the result. With funding cut, the
impact is on the students. Our teachers; that use their time to grade papers, their money to augment
supplies, and their planning period to tutor those that are lost; are the ones that wonder what is in store for
the future. Moreover, these adults teach the minds of the future. And the businesses make the money in
education. In addition, the legislature decides what money spent while they move on to the next
bureaucratic issue. Then, the classrooms are left with the same amount of resources.

School money reductions affect students’ athletics and academics. These cuts affect the different
key groups of the educational system. We, as young adults, are willing to accept the change. We do not
know the difference. Teacher Carmal Morelli states, “ It's a different teaching enviornment, but provides less
opportunities for a competitive class.” The problem only exists when our girls’ lacrosse team solely funds
their sport. Player Shayna Billheimer explains, “On top of practicing and games, we must not only fund our
equiptment but also the opportunity for field time.” Officials, uniforms, field accessibility and travel are put
upon the athletes. This holds true for the majority of sport programs. The classes we want are closed. The
limit of 25 students per class (a result of No Child Left Behind) is a fabulous idea on paper. The problem
exists when classes really required to be competitive in college admissions are no longer available. If we
are to get into college with rigorous classes, a small proportion of kids are very happy.

Do educational budget cuts affect students? Let us just say budget cuts affect everyone. Students
get it. We have budgets too. Nevertheless, those that make the decisions are far removed from the
classroom. They have no idea the impact on the education of our future. If they could just sit in our class,
listen to our teacher, and take our classes, the voting would change. And the money would go to the
teachers, not to the top.
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Seatbelts on School Buses
By: Douglas Dial, Jr.

Twenty dollars is not a whole lot of money
these days. Twenty dollars rarely allows two to
enjoy dinner out on the town. It won'’t buy you a
video game, and it wont get you in to a
professional
sporting  event.
The value of
money truly has
gone down over
the years. Well
that’s all it would
take to protect
our future.
Twenty  dollars
per person is what it would cost to put seat belts in
our counties school buses. The harshest driving
laws the state of Florida has are speeding in a
school zone and bypassing a stopped school bus.
Lawmakers have made it very clear that they are
concerned with protecting Brevard’s children.
Why is it then that lawmakers and the school
board have not yet passed legislation to require
seat belts in all school buses? The school board
views twenty dollars per person as too expensive
to be worth the reward. There are over 72,000
students in the Brevard school system, but a little
less than half actually use the busing system. So
since approximately 36,000 children ride the bus
every day, it would cost the county somewhere
around 720,000 dollars every year. Personally, |
believe that 720,000 dollars is money well spent
when it is put towards protecting our children.
This past January, two school buses collided in
Palm Bay seriously injuring one student and
injuring three others. This situation could have
been avoided had the county been able to afford
its children’s’ safety. The price of seat belts would
only be a small fraction of what Brevard County
spends on transportation every year. Anyone with
any common sense can see that seat belts in
school buses would be a positive thing. Now we
have to make this happen. Brevard County
citizens need to write to their local county
commissioner about this problem. Together we
can protect the lives of our children, and if the
legislators deny this proposition, there will be no
legislators for the future to come.
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Temporary Inconvenience for Permanent
Improvement

By: Brittany Baerlocher

If today you were to drive down Highway
192 towards the ocean you would eventually
cross over the causeway that connects
Melbourne to the beach cities on the barrier
island. There you would see a significant
amount of construction. This construction is
inconvenient for a lot of people, whether it's
because of the reduced speed limit or because
they are afraid that it's lack of aesthetic will
frighten away the tourists that the beach cities
like Melbourne Beach and Indialantic so heavily
depends on.

| like to think of this construction as a
temporary inconvenience. When all of the
construction and rebuilding has been completed
Melbourne Beach and Indialantic will have a
new bike path for the ever-growing biking
community. It will be a place where people,
tourist or native, can go and enjoy all of the
beauty that the beach and the Indian River have
to offer.

These new additions will make the
causeway more pedestrian friendly and enable
people that want to go to Douglas Park just park
their cars down by the water and walk across to
it. The new bike bridge will encourage people to
bike, run and walk more and by doing so making
Melbourne Beach a more green and healthier
community. So just remember the next time
your upset by the slow traffic, it's a temporary
inconvenience for a permanent improvement to
the quality of life in our beach cities.
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Pineda Extension
By: Kirsten MacLeod

The Pineda Causeway extension is a multi-million dollar project that connects 1-95 to the
Pineda Causeway. The Florida Department of Transportation has contributed $10 million to this
Transportation Regional Incentive Program (T.R.I.P.) project. “The plans for the Pineda
Causeway Extension and realignment have been on the books, | think, for 20 years,” says
Brevard County Commissioner Mary Bolin. This extension is going to allow traffic from Palm
Shores, Pineda, Satellite Beach, Patrick Air Force Base, and other surrounding areas a direct
route to [-95.

The opening of the extension has been delayed multiple times for many reasons. At the
beginning of 2011, the extension was delayed because of cold weather that kept the roads from
being paved. The newest date for the extension is around Halloween, more than a year later than
expected. The state's contract for the massive project, signed April 27, 2008, gave the contractor
1,200 days to get the job done, which means it should be finished around August 2011. The
Pineda Extension is part of the Florida Department of Transportation’s $196 million six-lane
widening project between Palm Bay Road and Fiske Boulevard, 1.9 miles of the 19-mile stretch.
This project was created to reshape traffic flow in the region, fuel commercial development, and
spark economic growth for years into the future.

Infrastructure
By: Sarah Kinsey

In 1941, construction began on the bridge between Melbourne and Indialantic. Starting in the late
summer of 2010, the Melbourne Causeway, a three-piece bridge, has been undergoing reconstruction.

The reconstruction is the attempt by the Florida Senate to maintain safe travel conditions. A new
concern for older bridges built from the 1960’s or later has been the driving reason for this reconstruction.
The Florida Department of Transportation has a budget of 9.6 million dollars to replace the three parts of
the Causeway and for the construction of a pedestrian bridge. The entire projects is estimated to take
550 days, ending in the early fall of 2011.

With the construction crew and machines currently on the bridge, cement barriers and cones
have been lined along the road, leaving one lane of traffic open until past the construction further on the
west side of the bridge.

The major case of paranoia over old bridges in the United States was caused by the collapsing of
the 1-35W Mississippi River bridge in 2007. The bridge was built in 1964 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The
bridge collapsed from an old design flaw, common in bridges built in the mid twentieth century. Two extra
inches of concrete added to the bridge every few years, which is regular maintenance to fill potholes,
caused the accumulative of over-weighted road on strained bridge supports.

Although the I-35W Bridge conducted much more main-stream ftraffic than the Melbourne
Causeway, the same principle of extra cement and weak bridge supports still applies. Because of the
possibility of a collapsing bridge, the Florida Department of Transportation is taking no chances.
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The Roads of Brevard
By: Jason Whaley

The chief means of transportation these days is still driving. The number of drivers is growing
exponentially with many young teens receiving their permits and cars. How does this affect you, in terms
other than safety? Well, now that there are more cars there is also more wear and tear done to our
roadways. | am sure that anyone, anywhere, can tell you exactly where an atrocious piece of pavement lies.
If you drive north of New Haven on Evans Road, past the Duffy’s, you can find areas of the county road that
have been patched over eighteen times since 2004. Another example can be seen driving west on Eber
Road between Hollywood and Minton. The road appears to be buckling and splitting when the sun is setting
in the late afternoon. The roads over some of our Melbourne Tillman canals have damaged concrete and
cracks that also pose a hazard to the roadways. There are also many areas throughout the county that have
roads that hold water and are not built to drain correctly during heavy rains. Take a second to think about it
and | am sure you can picture a less than acceptable roadway on your path to school, work or a leisure
activity.

According to 22 November, 2010 Florida Today Brevard County has “about 1300 miles of paved
roads” that the crews must look after and keep maintained. The county currently has approximately
seventeen million dollars to accomplish this task including improvements. So are they slacking or lacking?
What the figures come out to be is about a dollar for every foot of road. That seems like quite a substantial
amount, but if you use the example of US1 with six lanes of road the amount of money budgeted could get
used on one project or repair this size. According to Florida Today on 22 November, 010, it has been
estimated that we need
approximately $31.6 million for the roads that are currently in need of repair. Brevard is only planning to
spend $17.2 million to fix these issues as outlined in an article dated 29 October, 2010. The lack of funds or
the manner in which the county has determined the budget for these improvements will take us into another
year with roads deteriorating and an overall poor maintenance plan for our infrastructure.

From all the driving and research | have done | know how bad many of the roadways are around
Brevard and how little is being done to make improvements. Instead of repaving the roadways we are
spending time and money patching the same holes over and over. | believe the county should form a
volunteer task force to work with the state and federal government to write grants for our county. The task
force could be administered by representatives that are planning to run for county or state office so that they
are aware of our problems and can offer their help and experience. They should also take the time to learn
from other counties in the state that have comparable budgets to determine better strategies and approaches
before the budget and expenditures are determined each year.

Economic Spending Trends
By: Neda Anvary

With the ever-changing economic situation of our society follows a consequential change in the
spending habits of its populace. Suffering from the recent recession, Brevard county residents clearly note
that things need to change. With lower reported sales and higher unemployment rates, many businesses
within the county are working to reincorporate themselves into the eye of the consumer, regardless of the
recent sharp declines in customer spending.

A major component to the recession is the increased unemployment rates. With so many
unemployed Brevard county adults and youth, the job market is becoming increasingly competitive. This
unique nature of the employment market is appreciated by those with jobs, while envied by those longing
for jobs. Because they are becoming increasingly rare, those with jobs are appreciative over the income
they receive, and many are sure to save up their hard earned pays.

This is evident in the noticeable decline of people that can be found on any given Friday or
Saturday night in the local malls or restaurants. Many people who may previously have enjoyed stopping
by to get dinner and a movie, have realized since the recession that their money may have more of a value
than a couple of hours of entertainment. More and more people are investing their money and taking more
consideration of their long term situations. At this rate, the value of the dollar is only inflating and we must
work hard to keep it from going out of control.
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By: Meredith Willlingham

From joblessness to homelessness, economic turmoil in Brevard is manifested within the
community’s decline itself. With the current economic upheaval the nation is experiencing, Brevard
County is hit hard at the local level as well. Not only has the employment rate gone up, but so has the
homeless rate.

Currently, 11.9% of the labor force in Brevard is unemployed. Possible causes include lack of job
openings, lack of education, and mass lay-offs around the county. In effect, many are left homeless.

Economics teacher Mr. Alan Clark at Edgewood Jr./Sr. High says that “depending on
government, you live by the sword and you die by the sword. We need more private business in
Brevard, and we’ve got to lure these businesses here, even if it means offering a tax break.”

Clark also thinks that the community should embrace commercial rocketry. Because NASA was
so beneficial to the local community, he thinks that expanding such programs could open up jobs and
attract more businesses.

To help fix the problem Brevard is facing, outreach programs like the Daily Bread, Community of
Hope, and Habitat for Humanity have taken the reigns. By providing food, setting up temporary and
permanent homes, and helping with job hunting, these programs are taking the right steps in fixing the
community’s problem while simultaneously bettering the local and national economic problem.

Shuttle Program
By: Daniel Bears

The shuttle program is coming to a quick close. There are only two more shuttle launches left
before the closing of the space program. This leaves America with no other way to get to space, except
by tagging along with Russia. This is all due to the fact that we have no passenger rockets, which will not
be built for many years to come. Many people’s lives will be greatly affected by this closure. Over 9,000
people will most likely be losing their jobs, some of whom may have had this job their entire life. So what
does this mean to a county and a community whose main tourist attraction is the shuttle program? What
does this mean to the hotels and restaurants whose main source of revenue come from these tourists?
The ending of the space program is not only affecting those who are losing their jobs, it is affecting all of
Brevard County and possibly neighboring counties. This leaves many people wondering what to do now.
| believe us, as a community need to keep our spirit's up and push through whatever difficulties this
ending should bring.
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Housing Market
By: John Stanton

In 2005 Florida’s housing market was booming. Property values were high, the rates at which
homes were being built and bought were the highest seen since the 1950s and it was all thanks to the
Clinton Administration. President Clinton and his administration went to great lengths to increase the home
ownership rates in the United States and they did this by lowering the standards which people had to meet
to get a home loan. This caused the market to explode; prices skyrocketed and home production jumped
within just a few years. Through all of this economists were in the background saying this new policy was
setting the system up for failure but they weren’'t heard over the sound of hammers and the counting of
coins.

Thus the market finally burst, housing prices dropped exponentially and foreclosures more
than doubled between 2006 and 2007. The problem was that many people who couldn’t actually afford
home loans received them and purchased homes that they could not possibly pay off. Those homes were
foreclosed on sending property values in neighborhoods down. The market was also flooded with newly
built homes that nobody wanted or needed.

The issue with the housing market compounded with the stock market crash in 2008 that
sent Florida spiraling into the worst recession the state has ever seen and pushed the housing market down
even further. Some areas were affected more than others by the declining housing market and recession,
the Space Coast was among those areas hit hardest because of the loss of thousands of job at Cape
Canaveral which put more homes on the market and eventually caused more foreclosures. One example is
that a home in north Melbourne that sold for $359,000 in 2005 sold for only $152,500 in January of 2011.

In 2008 and 2009 the market was at its worst. In 2008 alone new home sales fell 41 percent,
foreclosures continued, and short sales were the norm. Prices were at an all time low during this time and it
was next to impossible to get a decent home loan. However, towards the end of 2009 distant rays of hope
began to shine. Between 2009 and 2010 the market began to stabilize although it is not yet on the road to
improvement we can at least realistically hope for improvement in the market in the near future. For now we
can at least be happy with the fact that if the market doesn’t improve it will not get any worse.

Income
By: Tyler Smith

Income levels in Brevard County, Florida vary. Like every city, the people who have a college
education generally live a more prosperous life, and usually have a higher income level. The income level
varies solely on the educational level of the person. Statistics have shown that a man or a woman with a
college education, along with a college degree, will end up being paid a higher income level than one person
without a college education. According to College Board, the average salary of a person with only a High
School Diploma is $30,800, while someone with a Bachelor's Degree’s average salary is $49,900. | asked
Gary Smith, a man with a Master’'s Degree, about his income level compared to his income level when he
had a Bachelor’s. According to him, his living is much more suitable when he got his Master's Degree,
because with that, he got a promotion at his work, with higher pay. So in all, a solution to low income is to
fund more scholarships, and to try sending more people to college, so they could have a higher income, and
live better.
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Inflation in Brevard County
By: Kristopher Greenwood

In the wake of the recent economic downturn that’'s ravaged western
economies since 2007, the citizens of Brevard County continue to feel the persist-
ing effects of recession most noticeably in the form of inflation. Jobs in the area
remain scarce as industry struggles to recover from the events of the past four
years. In addition to this, employment along the space coast is further threatened
with the waning of the shuttle program at NASA. To make matters worse, this emi-
nent unemployment is coupled with rising prices on vital goods and commodities,
causing many Brevard residents much worry regarding their livelihoods in the
county.

Despite the seemingly grim outlook for employment and inflation in Bre-
vard, there is an essence of hope seen within the citizens of the Space Coast as
new opportunities for employment begin to appear throughout the county. NASA will soon be turning a
greater portion of their attention to the Ares Rocket Program that will carry future space exploration vehi-
cles into and beyond Earth’s orbit, which will undoubtedly require new employees. There is also hope that
industry throughout Brevard will begin to regenerate and prosper as the rest of the nation begins to reac-
quire the once-booming U.S. economy. It is with great optimism that Brevard moves into the future. And
though at times what’s to come appears bleak, the Space Coast will undoubtedly conquer inflation and
continue on with the success and prestige that the region is known for.

Local Economic Issues
By: Brandon Hamby

People within our community have an understanding what really is
impacting the people of this county. In January of 2011, the unemployment rate in
Brevard County was as 12.4% which is less than it was a year ago. However, the
decrease of .4% shows that there is an influx of jobs that has now become
available to the people. However, the financial needs are not being met so people
begin to lose hope and not pay bills on time. Many people are living off a few
hundred dollars a month. That amount right there is not enough for the basic
necessities. Think about it a person has to pay a car payment, mortgage, water,
_ electricity, gas, and food. That right there cost more then what a person gets while
they are on unemployment.

So think about it people are suffering and the jobs that were here in the
early 2000s are gone now and people need them back now than ever. The work force has taken a hard toll
where ever you go in Brevard. It might be at a local school or at the local government official office. People
are afraid that they might lose their jobs at any time. One such place is the Kennedy Space Center. The KSC
is laying off hundreds of people because of President Obama’s Tax cuts. The people within Brevard work in
some way with the KSC. The amount of jobs that it provides for directly and indirectly helps support the
economy. If you take away the key component that drives our economy, this area will fall to ruins.
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Brevard Enroliment
by Jan Van Konijnenburg

As enrollment numbers continue to slip in Brevard, and a further
increase in dropout rates projected with the shuttle program’s end, no plan
has been put in place for the prevention of dropouts. A growing dropout rate
will give rise to higher unemployment rates based on the U.S. Department of
Labor’s Bureau of labor statistics report. High school dropouts also make up a
higher proportion of convicts and inmates according to the National Dropout
Prevention Center. An overall economic loss locally closely follows higher
dropout rates; businesses in areas with high dropout rates have fewer
customers and, therefore, generate less income. These areas will also gain less revenue through
sales tax, property tax and other forms of taxation. However, a method in aiding ever growing dropout
rates was proposed by The Brevard Compact School Board of Brevard County. The Brevard
Compact is a county-wide dropout prevention effort, partnering with all three Chamber of Commerce
in Brevard. Chamber members volunteer to mentor students in the program. All Compact participants
would attend a peer counseling class each day. Each mentor is assigned a student participant and
would meet with him or her at school. The mentor will develop a friendship with the student and assist
the student in developing and achieving goals.

The PAL Program
by Alexandra Hannah

According to the U.S. Department of Justice, the number of juveniles
arrested has declined since 2006 and it is predicted to continue this deadline. In cities across the
country, including those in Brevard County, an organization called the Police Athletic League (PAL) is
making great strides to prevent juvenile crime. On the program’s web site, it states it is a “youth crime
prevention program that utilizes educational, athletic and recreational activities to create trust and
understanding between police officers and youth.” The goal of this program is to not only prevent crime
and violence in juveniles, but also to establish this concept throughout their adolescence and into
adulthood. It is a positive reinforcement among kids and it is proven that those who are able to
cooperate and respect a police officer in a comfortable setting, such as a gym or a baseball field, then
they will also come to respect the laws a police officer enforces. This program not only benefits and
helps the futures of youths, but also the future of the community because there will be less crimes, such
as vandalism, break-ins, and violence. The PAL program in Satellite Beach is also involved in a
demonstration called “Operation NOW.” By holding this program and giving teenagers and adults this
opportunity to experience the dangers of driving distracted through simulators, it forces everyone to
make a decision about their safety and their lives. The Police Athletic League has changed the lives
and futures of juveniles in our community and has made Brevard County a safer place to live.
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Gang Prevention
By: Cameron Reeder

Gang prevention, intervention and suppression for youth at risk and gang members are strategies
for addressing the recent increases in youth and gang related problems in the city of Palm bay, Florida.
State and local policymakers as well as citizens are concerned about public safety and want to avoid a
continued increase in gang activity and membership. An effective response to the problems of youth must
be built on a thorough understanding of the problem.

The University of Wisconsin-Parksid studies the communities that have gang problems can be as-
sisted in the process of getting rid of the gangs and forming a safe community. This white paper outlines
such a program and related strategies, which we believe will be a successful response to youth at risk and
gang members. This program is focused in the six communities adjacent and next to the Norfolk State
Campus, and is designed to support and enhance community organizations and _
families in their effort to address youth at risk and reduce violence. w‘

The program includes the strategies of prevention, intervention and sup-
pression, and is highlighted by a five-point component structure. These five
points are as follows:

1) Build a solid community social network of community organizations, churches,
government agencies, police units, local businesses, schools, and so forth,

2) A range of services/workshops/training and educational opportunities offered
and available to the residents of the communities identified by key street work-
ers, clergy, parents, police, and other youth.

3) The utilization of key family and ex gang members in working directly with youth and gang members
with experience in addressing such problems.

4) The creation of an educational ladder designed to provide alternative patterns of behavior and provide
opportunities for the youth and the parents.

5) An evaluation plan focused on determining the severity of the gangs in the communities and the
amount of work they are going to need.

Gangs ruin communities and cities. If they are not dealt with when the problem begins they soon
become like rats. They breed fast and spread and the vile sickness of violence spreads through out the
communities with them. If the gangs become really infamous the police respond slowly and other emer-
gency vehicles might not even come to the scene just to avoid the violence caused by the gangs. This is
a problem because without this authority the gangs become worse and no one is there to control them. It
may be expensive to better equip our police force but it needs to be done.
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Drinking and Driving
By: Jasja Vankonijnenburg

Drunk driving is a major
problem not only in Brevard
County, but all throughout the
United States. A sad fact is that
teenagers make up most of this
problem. About 60% of all teen

deaths in car accidents are
alcohol related. There are
many reasons as to why

teenagers seem to be more
likely to drive while intoxicated
including peer pressure, feeling “invincible”, or
thinking the situation is funny. The fact is this
matter is far from funny. Unfortunately, 6 out of
every 100,000 people in Brevard County are killed
each year from drinking while driving. Even
though this may seem like a small number, it goes
to show that driving while under the influence is
fatally dangerous.

Drinking inhibits a person’s ability to drive,
even more so teenagers than adults because of
inexperience with alcohol and driving and
obviously the combination of the two. Alcohol
impairs the ability to think and act fast in case of
an emergency on the road, attentiveness, and
vision. All of these things are necessary for safe
driving no matter what the age. The BAC (Blood
Alcohol Content) limit is 0.08 for all states,
however at a 0.05 BAC a driver already starts to
feel effects of alcohol such as slower eye
movements and reaction time. Any amount of
alcohol for someone between the ages of 16 and
20 to have and then drive is a terrible idea
because lack of experience and immaturity are the
main causes of motor vehicle accidents.

Action can be taken to prevent teens from
drinking and driving. Groups like Mothers Against
Drunk Driving (MADD) or Students Against
Destructive Decisions (SADD) are helping find
solutions to this problem by appearing in schools
and talking about the effects drunk driving will
have on you and possibly others. There is also a
program where first time offenders are forced to
face a panel of drunken driving victim’s families.
Other steps can be taken by teenagers to not peer
pressure their friends into making one of the worst
decisions of their lives. Drunk driving fatalities are
declining and hopefully these solutions will be able
to keep the numbers down forever.

TEENS LOOK AT LOCAL ISSUES

Pressure on Teenagers
By: Shannon Vice

What is pressure? We all know it. The
feeling we experience when stressed out by
school, striving for a particular grade, or the push
to conform to social norms, dressing and behaving
in a predetermined manner. It is the force that
compels us to do something. It is thrust at us from
all angles; from parents, from peers, and from
ourselves. Parents pressure us to do well in
school and make good decisions. Peers pressure
us to do various things such as how you dress to
drinking and partying. We pressure ourselves to
be as "perfect" as everyone else, conforming to
the predetermined way society instructs us we
should, or in other cases we feel the need to do
the exact opposite of what we are told in order to
stand out.

Pressure has neither a positive nor a
negative connotation. It proves beneficial in
instances in which there is pressure to do well in
school or to set a good example for younger
siblings. On the other hand, there is also the
pressure to participate in harmful behaviors such
as drinking and doing drugs.

Pressure, like many things in life, is best in
moderation. Everyone needs a little push from
time to time, however, too much of it is never good
and can even be unhealthy. Teenagers are the
most vulnerable to more pressure. When under
too much stress, they reach a breaking point. At
this point many teens turn to drinking and drugs to
escape the pressure parents, themselves, and
others put on them. Unfortunately, their situation
has gone from bad to worse.

Parents should not put as much pressure
on their teens because of the negative impacts it
can have such as underage drinking and rebellion.
They should offer their help on how to relieve the
pressure teens already have from themselves,
especially if they are self-driven students.
Teachers and school counselors should teach
their students on how to deal with it so that school
no longer seems so overwhelming. Teens should
do activities on their own that they enjoy to relieve
it, even if that is watching television for a half an
hour in the middle of studying or doing homework.

Pressure may seem like it is not a big deal,
but in reality it is a significant factor of everyday
life.
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Teenage Driving
By: Brooke Vilardebo

We turn on the news and the first thing we see is a terrible car
accident involving teens between the ages of sixteen and nineteen. Every
year on average, over 5,000 teens die in car crashes and more than
400,000 are seriously injured. Teenagers think they are invincible. That
they can do all they want, but fail to realize the possible consequences. If a
car is going 50 miles per hour and the driver, looks away to read a text
message, in 3 seconds they have travelled the length of a football field.
Looking away from the road in front of the car and being aware of one’s il
surroundings tends to be the major cause of most crashes. Possible interference with driving
concentration would be texting, other people in the car, changing the radio station, talking on the
phone, or driving under the influence of drugs or alcohol. Driving for teenagers is like a rite of
passage. They are able to leave home when they need to and they no longer depend on their
parents for rides. They see it as a step towards “freedom”. However, many teens abuse this power.
Without an adult in the car, teens are less likely to wear a seatbelt and drive as precautious. This
increases the chance of fatality in a crash. It is not that teenagers are bad drivers, but they have not
had much experience driving, so they need to be extra vigilant. Even not only do teens have to be
aware, but so do the rest of the people on the road. Adults are just as guilty for texting and driving as
teens. They may have more experience, but their glance at a text could cause them to rear end
someone. Adults should keep in mind that there are new drivers on the road every day so it is up to
them to remain just as aware as a teenager is. Parents of teenage drivers should set up a system of
rules with their new driver. Make a consequence system to go hand in hand with the new rules to
ensure that they follow the rules. Every little thing to help keep a driver aware of his or her
surroundings could help lower the crash rate. Therefore, the next time you turn on your car, turn the
music low, and buckle up. Safety is the most important thing no matter what age a person may be.
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